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The gospel of John proclaims! 

 

“The word became flesh and dwelt among us, full  of Grace and Truth” 

   

Christianity appeared on the stage of history as a movement with a message of 

salvation. Its preachers announced that God was bringing the prophets – when 

wrong would be righted and humanity reconciled to God. This proclamation 

was rooted in the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth, who himself had come 

preaching the advent of the Kingdom of God. 

 

Christianity has always been attentive to historical fact. Its motivation and focus 

have been, and continue to be, the span of life of one historical individual, Jesus of 

Nazareth, seen to be a unique act of God’s self-communication. Far more than a 

collection of teachings or a timeless philosophy. Christianity has been a movement 

in, and of history, acknowledging its historical condition and not attempting to 

escape it. 

 

CHRIST IS BORN TODAY, WE ARE BORN INTO A NEW LIFE WITH HIM! 

 

The culture in which we are living loves beginnings. There is always the special joy 

that comes with the start of a new journey, of an experience, and most of all a new 

life. 

 

Birth is always a cause for hoe and life. It announces the positive news of a fresh 

start, a new beginning. Christmas is the beginning of a new relationship with God 

in our New-Born Christ. A relationship that enables us to commune with God. A 

relationship that enables us to feel God’s presence. A relationship that enables us to 

unite ourselves with Him. 

 

We are called upon to grow, develop and mature, in the likeness of the Christ Child 

who lies in the manger in the spirit of love and new beginning 

 

May our Good Lord continue to bless you and your family this holiday season. 

 

MERRY CHRISTMAS 

 

 



 

 

ST. GEORGE GREEK ORTHODOX 

CHURCH 

43816 Woodward Avenue 

Bloomfield Hills, MI  48302 

 

                Phone:  248.335.8869 

                Fax:      248.335.2140 

 

Website: 

www.stgeorge-bh.org 

Webmaster:Dena Hodgson 

 

Weekly Update 

Communications & Planning Committee 

 

 

REVEREND FATHER  

NICHOLAS PATHENOS 

 

CHURCH STAFF: 

 

Secretary 

Penny Gryparis 

 

Chanter 

Nick Vlahos 

 

CHURCH SUPPORT: 

Choir Director 

Bill George 

Eva Marie Rottach 

 

Organist 

Christopher Sislock  

 

Sunday School Director: 

Alex Pathenos 

 

Sunday Bulletin: 

Kathy Mitchell 

Penny Gryparis 

Evagelia Contoguris 

 

Tribune: 

Lesley Stickley  

Church Hours 

 

Divine Liturgy . . . 10:00 am 

 

Sunday School . . . 10:00 am 

Parish Council 

 

Nick Gianaris  

Chris Theodore  

Eric Joneson   

Pete Massos  

Jeff Abell 

Charles Kvasnovsky 

Spyros Mellas 

Kay Nicholas 

Jeanne Savas 

Zachary Savas 

Kathy Sheiko 

Chris Sislock  

Thomas Strat 

Mary Tsouris 

Chris Verros 
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Parish Council Update 

 

The Parish Council has been busy with various functions this past fall. We 

sponsored the Dewan luncheon, and would like to thank all of you who 

donated to this worthwhile cause. Because of you, we were able to give 

the Dewan family a check for $13,000. Thank you. 

 

Our Rummage Sale was a success. Again, thanks to those who donated  

items or of their time to help us raise over $1,600. We have already se-

cured dates for our next rummage sale. Mark your calendars for October 

23, 24, 25, 2012 so, start cleaning those basements. 

 

The Texas Hold Em brought us another $10,000. Thanks 

to those of you who volunteered at the Shark Club. 

 

Mark your calendars for Sunday December 11 for our next  

Pancake Breakfast directly after the Christmas Pageant. 

 

On Sunday December 18th Jeff Abell will be ordained a deacon. The   

Parish Council would like to invite all of you to celebrate by attending the  

coffee hour given by the council in honor of Jeff. 

 

The St. George Parish Council would like to thank the 

community for their continued love and support of St. George.                                         

 



 

 

Divine Liturgy . . . . . . 10 am 

Sunday School . . . . . . 10 am 

SAINT GEORGE CALENDAR 

Children’s Greek School:              Saturdays           10 am-12 pm 

Adult Greek School Beginners:   Mondays                    7-9 pm 

Adult Greek School Advanced:   Wednesdays               7-9 pm 
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Always remember to check the St. George Calendar for changes (www.stgeorge-bh.org) 

 

 December 2011  

 

 

Sunday, December 4th, Divine Liturgy 10:00am followed by Parish Council Elections 

 

Metropolis Center in Troy: 

Sunday, December 11th, Saint Spyridon Feast Day - 1:00pm-5:00pm 

Open House and Receprion celebrating the name day of Metropolitan Nicholas 

Great Vespers for the Feast of St. Spyridon 5:00pm 

Monday, December 12th, Hierarchical Divine Liturgy for the Feast 

of St. Spyridon 10:00am 

 

Sunday, December 18th, Divine Liturgy 10:00am 

Service of Ordination to the Holy Diaconate of 

the Servant of God "Jeff Abell" 

  

Saturday, December 24th , Christmas Eve, 

Vesperal Liturgy at 6:00pm 

Memorial Blessing for our Loved Ones (Tree of  Eternal Life) 

   

Sunday, December 25th, Christmas Day 

Divine Liturgy of the Holy Nativity at 10:00am 

 

January 2012  

 

             Sunday, January 1st, Liturgy of St. Basil at 10:00am 

 

Thursday, January 5th, Blessing of the Waters at 10:00am  

  

Friday, January 6th, Divine Liturgy - Holy Epiphany and Blessing of the 

Waters at 10:00am 

  

Saturday, January 7th, Prayer Service for St. John the Baptist at 10:00am 

  

Sunday, January 8th, Divine Liturgy and Vasilopita at 10:00am 



 

 

Stewardship, Sacrifice and a Ceiling Fan: 

Teaching Kids the Joy of Giving 

Give your children a sense of the importance of 

joyful giving by being a good model. 

by Carolyn MacInnes 

 

 

The tiny church sanctuary where I spent half my child-

hood had no opening windows or air conditioning. One 

blistering summer, I remember watching sweat roll down 

old men's necks and marveling as women folded bulletins 

into neat accordion fans to cool their faces. The singing 

melted into a lethargic murmur, and our pastor pressed 

his hands at his sides when he spoke to hide the wide, wet 

circles under his arms. 

 

Then one Sunday, we entered the auditorium to feel a 

cool, pleasant blast that seemed to emanate straight from 

heaven! High in the center of the room, a ceiling fan 

whirred. Congregants had already gathered beneath it, 

awed by its air and questioning its origins. Later, the pas-

tor publicly thanked an anonymous donor for his gift. 

 

"Who do you think it was?" I asked my mom after ser-

vice, as church members lingered, laughing, in the be-

nevolent breeze. 

 

She smiled and whispered, "It was your dad." 

 

Although the rest of the world has probably forgotten the 

mysterious arrival of the ceiling fan, I still feel proud 

when I recall Dad's donation. He didn't have to contribute 

millions or make the evening news – his small but mean-

ingful act sank deep into my heart and my memory. 
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Stewardship  

  

Once again we are coming into the Christmas season and the gen-

eral holiday season that also includes Thanksgiving and New Years 

– a season of giving, eating, and relaxing with our friends and fam-

ily.  We like this time of the year because for many of us it is time 

we have to engage in activities which we normally cannot because 

of other obligations.  Time really has become a valuable commodity 

for us, a resource that is in very short supply.  Work, school, and 

attending to our families are important, time-consuming tasks, and 

for most of us are our top priority.  But we also have many other 

activities that eat up a lot of “quality time” from our lives.  We need 

to reflect on how we use our time and ask ourselves about the pur-

pose of these “extras” that easily fill our day. 

  

How many electronic “leashes” do you have?  Blackberries, iPods/

iPhones/iPads, PC’s, Bluetooth, and whatever else is being 

dreamed-up by our Silicon Valley friends keeps us plugged in and 

turned on.  I have three of these devices within two feet of me as I 

write, and I enjoy instant access to people I want to reach.  I hon-

estly can’t recall the last time I did not have my cell phone with me.  

But I did allow myself an indulgence during one of my summer 

vacations – I unplugged from email for a week! (I know there are 

some of you who are laughing, that’s OK).  It was actually refresh-

ing – I spent time with my family not worrying about the latest is-

sue at work, or approving a purchase request, or reviewing some-

one’s presentation.  Of course I paid the price when I got back to 

work because of the volume of email waiting for me.  But then I did 

a little experiment and sorted the email by name and by subject, and 

realized about half of what was waiting for me did not really need 

to be read (general communications, email threads where the last 

message contained the decision, FYI’s, etc.).  What a waste of time!  

Unfortunately I cannot unplug all the time, but it did open my eyes 

to the fact there I did not have to “touch” everything that is sent to 

me.  And I also realized that there might be many other activities 

that take away from the quality time that I could be spending with 

my family or in a more useful endeavor.  

  

In this season of giving, when maybe you have a few extra minutes 

or hours, give yourself and your family a great gift.  Unplug a bit, 

carve out some time for your family, reflect on whether we are 

really using God’s gift of time in the best way possible for yourself, 

your family, and your Church.  Then use that extra time to make a 

difference for those whom you love.  

 

As of November, we have 234 Stewardship cards submitted with 

over 140 volunteers identified.  Our total 2011 financial commit-

ment is $187,305, with over $167,000 donated (as of 17Nov2011). 

   

We know that times are difficult for everyone right now but please 

understand that the St. George family needs YOU.  If you have not 

done so please fill out a 2011 Stewardship pledge card and remem-

ber to fill out both sides. 

   

Thank you for all that you do and have done to contribute to the 

beauty of our Church, and may God continue to bless you and your 

families. 

 Jeff Abell & Kay Nicholas 



 

 

 Singing in a vocal jazz group with five other people through Henry 

Ford Community College under the direction of Kevin Dewey for 6 

years starting in 1995 proved to be exhilarating. 

  

OTHER DIRECTIONS.....In 1985 she acquired a position 

at  WKBD TV50 as personal assistant to Amyre Makupson, 

TV50 News Anchor. She was also producer of several shows 

including "Morning Break", "Newsline", and "Straight Talk". 

Again, with her perseverance and dedicated work ethic, Eva Marie 

was honored with the prestigious "EMMY" award for her out-

standing work as producer of "Straight Talk" by the Michigan 

Chapter of the National Academy of Television Arts and Sciences. 

Needless to say, this award is proudly displayed in her home. 

  

OTHER TRAVEL PURSUITS..... While working for WKBD, she 

had the opportunity to travel to the Holy Lands and again with Fa-

ther Nick's first venture. As Vice President of the Greek Young 

Adult League [GYAL] for many years, she made wonderful friends 

and traveled to Chicago, Pittsburgh, NY, San Francisco, New Or-

leans and Phoenix for conventions .Eva Marie ,without a doubt, 

states her favorite vacation destination is Las Vegas where  she vis-

ited many times. (Could it be those slots?) 

  

ON THE HOME FRONT.... In 2001 Eva Marie and Rick Rottach 

were married. Her career, after seventeen years as producer, ended 

when their first child, Katharine was born 

and she embarked on a new challenge as full-time wife and mother. 

They also have a son, Ricky. Katharine is now in fourth grade and 

Ricky is in first grade at Bailey Lake Elementary School in  

Clarkston, where the family resides. 

Eva Marie has recently reentered the work force working as build-

ing secretary at Sheiko Elementary School in W.Bloomfield, 

 

While raising her young children, she enlisted the help of Bill 

George as co-director. Presently, she is making a comeback in her 

capacity as director & organist. She continues to express her love of 

music and conveys this message each Sunday as she directs The 

Choir of St. George. 

  

Thank you, Eva Marie, and may your light continue to 

shine! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

EMMY WINNER,PROFESSIONAL MUSICIAN,WORLD 

TRAVELER..... 

No, not a celeb or rock star, but our own adventurous 

and multi-talented "star", Eva Marie Rottach, director of the 

Choir of St. George. 

 

As we highlight Eva Marie this month, we can begin to appre-

ciate how fortunate St. George is to have this dedicated and 

esteemed choir member as a steward of the church. 

  

MUSICAL BEGINNINGS.....Upon starting piano lessons at 

age eight, she was motivated to continue on and pursue 

musical studies through college which would ultimately 

lead to exciting opportunities. 

  

While attending Oakland University, she played an active 

role as accompanist for the singing/dancing group called 

"Meadowbrook Estate". .This group performed at Bob-Lo Is-

land for an entire summer as well as Hershey Park in PA. 

During her college years she and a fellow singer auditioned for 

the Kelly & Co. talent show on Channel 7 and were chosen to 

participate. Eva Marie looks back on this as a wonderful ex-

perience. 

  

Upon graduating from Oakland University with a Bachelor of 

Arts Degree in Communication Arts and minors in Music and 

Business Management, she was able to continue with great 

musical opportunities as Moloney Productions offered her 

a job due to her impressive work with "Meadowbrook Estate" 

The best was yet to come! 

  

CENTER STAGE......Adventures never ceased while traveling 

with Moloney Productions. They traveled the U.S. playing 

various venues including fairs and corporate gigs. On to 

California where they were the opening act for the classic 

group, The Lettermen and later performed at Herb Alpert's 

A&M Recording Studio. This was a particular thrill for 

Eva Marie since it was where her favorite group, The 

Carpenters, recorded. 

  

Because of her extraordinary talents in singing and 

accompanying, it was no surprise when she was given the 

opportunity to direct/accompany a group on the Royal 

Viking Cruise Ship for six weeks from San Francisco 

through the Panama Canal and throughout the Caribbean. 

  

MUSICAL INTERLUDES....Her musical interests led her to 

the Choir of St. George at the young age of 14. Her true alto 

voice became an asset. Eventually she played the organ 

and then filled the void as director when Anna Samouris 

retired. Her years now total 36. Her pride in perfection 

has challenged the choir and her enthusiasm has motivated 

them. 

  

Other ventures in the world of music included working as 

accompanist for musicals performed by the St. Dunstan's 

Theatre Guild of Cranbrook for almost 20 years.  
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